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but that it must be solely regarded as a contribution,
which England  is  legally bound to make, towards
the expenses of the Afghan war.    By the fifty-fifth
section of the Government of India Act of 1858 it
is distinctly provided, that when the Indian army is
employed for imperial purposes beyond the frontiers
of India  the cost shall be borne by England, and
when for Indian purposes  the cost shall  be borne
by India.    There seems  to  be  no room for cloubt
that the present war has been undertaken, in part
at least, for imperial purposes, and, therefore, India
cannot be legally called upon to bear its entire cost.
It has, in fact, been most distinctly stated by the Prime
Minister that the military expedition into Afghanistan
was not simply an Indian war., but was undertaken for
imperial purposes; for, in a speech which he made in
the House of Lords on the 10th of DecembcT, IS78,
he said : " This is not a question of the Khyber Pass
merely, and of some small cantonments at Dakka or
at Jellalabad.    It is a question which concerns the
character and the influence of England in Europe.'1
As no one would for a moment think of throwing
upon India the entire cost of maintaining the influ-
ence and character of England in Europe, no other
conclusion   is   possible,   than   that   the  advance  of
2,000,000?., without  interest, to  India  is  intended